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TheHonorableJanetReno
AttorneyGeneral
UnitedStatesDepartmentofJustice
Washington,D.C. 20530

DearGeneralReno:

I wroteto you on June28, 2000,to expressmy concernovertheslowpaceof the
CampaignFinancingTaskForce’scriminal investigationof theWhiteHousee-mail
matter. In my letter, I includedalist of significantwitnesseswho hadnot yetbeen
interviewedatthat time. Now, over two monthslater, theCommitteehaslearnedthat
therehasbeenvery little progressmadein theinvestigation. Thefollowing list givesthe
namesofwitnessesandthedatetheCommitteelearnedthat theyhadyet to be
interviewedby theJusticeDepartment:

JohnPodesta
DorothyCleal
AdamGreenstone
JoeKouba
JoeVasta
JimDeWire
ChristinaVanFossan
Michelle Peterson
Mark Lindsay

September5, 2000
September1, 2000
August31, 2000
August31,2000
August30,2000
August30,2000
August.30,2000
August28, 2000
August23, 2000

Comparingthis list to thelist weprovidedin June,weareawareofonlytwo people--

Nell DoeringandVirginia Apuzzo -- whohavebeeninterviewedby theJustice
Department.And of thesetwo witnesses,Ms. Apuzzowasinterviewedonly lastweekon
August30, 2000. Furthermore,theactualnumberof witnesseswhohavenotbeen
interviewedis probablymuchgreater,in that theabovelist is notatotal list, andit omits
individualswho refusedto volunteerwhetherornot theyhadbeencontactedfor an
interview.

It hasnowbeennearlysix monthssincetheJusticeDepartmentannouncedit was
launchingacriminalinvestigationin thee-mailmatter. I amastonishedthat theJustice
Departmenthasnot interviewedMark LindsayorMichelle Peterson-- perhapstwo of the
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mostimportantwitnessesat thecenterof this controversy.As you mayrecall,Ms.
Petersonwas theAssociateCounselto thePresidentwho conductedthecomparisontest
that theWhite HouseCounsel’sOffice claimsprovidedtheassurancethat therewasno
problemwith searchesfor e-mailsundersubpoena.MarkLindsay,as you areaware,just
two weeksago testifiedin federalcourtthat an affidaviton thee-mailmatterpreparedby
JusticeDepartmentlawyerswasfalse.

Thefailure to interview thesesignificantwitnessesis evenmoretroublinggiven
therecentannouncementby theJusticeDepartmentthat DanielA. “Tony” Barryhad
beengivenaletterassuringhim thathe is not atargetin thee-mail investigation After
Mr Barrywasofficially determinednot to beatargetof theinvestigation,MarkLindsay
testifiedto JudgeLamberththat paragraphfourof theJuly 9, 1999,affidavitMr. Barry
submittedto thecourtin theAlexanderv. FBi casewasnot true. As you know,the
Committeesubmittedto you a criminal referralon Mr Barrybasedon paragraphfourof
his July 9, 1999,affidavit Theadmissionby a high-rankingofficial in theWhiteHouse
thatMr Barry’s affidavit is not trueshouldbeof greatconcernto you Apparentlythe
“no target” lettersentby yourJusticeDepartmentgavetheWhite Housecomfortfinally
to admitwhat wasobviousto me,JudgeLamberthandothers. To wit, aWhiteHouse
employee,aidedandcounseledby JusticeDepartmentlawyers,submittedafalseaffidavit
to afederalcourt thatconcealedthefailureof theWhite Houseto searchfor all e-mails
responsiveto subpoenas.

Mr. Lindsay’stestimonycomeshardon theheelsof IndependentCounselreports
thatAnthonyMarcecaandSecretaryof theInteriorBruceBabbitt lied to Congress.From
my perspective,amajorproblemwith sendingMr Barrya “no target” letteris that his
affidavitwaspreparedby JusticeDepartmentlawyersmoresophisticatedin thelaw than
he In essence,JusticeDepartmentlawyersaregiving otherJusticeDepartmentlawyers
-- whoshouldbearsomeculpability for theaffidavit theyhelpeddraft -- acleanbill of
health. This takestheconflict ofinterestinherentin theDepartment’sinvestigationof the
e-mailscandalto a new,unprecedentedlevel. Anothersignificantproblemis that you
havedecidedwhatto do with theBarrycriminal referralbeforeyou havereviewed
relevantevidence.

Recently,SenatorDanforthwrotethefollowing:

“Lawyersin privatepracticeoften volunteeraslittle informationas
possible. But playing it close to the line is not acceptablefor
peoplerepresentingthe United Statesgovernment Government
lawyers have responsibilitiesbeyondwinning the casesat hand.
Theyarenotjustified in seekingvictoryat all costs. A government
lawyer should neverhide evidenceor shadethe truth, and must
alwayserron thesideof disclosure.

Governmentlawyerscarryon theirshouldersreponsibility for not
only the prosecution of specific cases, but also for public
confidencein our system of government-- the ‘consentof the000
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governed’enshrinedin the Declarationof Independence.Indeed,
this responsibilityrestsheavily on theshouldersof all government
officials.”

You would be well advisedto follow this adviceandquestionyourown lawyersasto
whotheirrealclient waswhentheypreparedafalseaffidavit for Mr. Barry to sign.

Sincerely,

DanBurton
Chairman

cc: RankingMinority MemberHenryWaxman
IndependentCounselRobertRay
JudgeRoyceC. Lamberth
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